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SENATE  DEBATES 


THIRD  SESSION— TENTH  PARLIAMENF 


nX 


SPEECH 


or  THB 


HON.  SEN.  J.  P.  li.  OASGRAIN 


NAVIGATION   OF  HUDSON   BAY 


OTTAWA,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  1907. 


Hon.  Mr.  CASGBAIN— Hon.  gentlemen,  I 
thank  .vou.  and  I  e:?peclnlly  thnnk  the  hon. 
member  from  Stndaconn,  for  the  courtesy 
extended  to  me.  I  promise  that  this  will  not 
establish  a  precedent  'r  as  hon.  gentle- 
men know  I  speak  so  ueldom  tb.it  It  Is  not 
likely  I  shalf  abuse  *ht.  prhllege.  I  wisb  to 
congratnlnte  the  hon.  member  from  Marsh- 
fleld  for  bringing  up  this  subject.  The  nnv.- 
jjsibility  of  Hudson  Bay  is  a  question  which 
interests  every  member  of  the  Senate,  and 
I  vvlL'li  to  pay  a  si>ecial  compliment  to  the 
hon.  member  from  Marshfleld  on  his  indus- 
try. I  think  he  can  well  be  taken,  especially 
by  yonngor  members,  as  an  example.  He 
works  hard,  in  studying  ai'.  the  Bills  ;  he 
masters  the  geography  of  Canada,  and  he 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  use  the  '■errestrlal 
globe  to  ascertain  the  shortest  possible  dis- 
tance between  ChoirchlU  and  Liverpool.  If 
I  most  of  us  would  follow  his  example,  tlicvo 
would  ue  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind  as  to 
the  usefulness  of  Senate.  But  having  paid 
him  that  compliment,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  that  he  has, 
as  to  the  navigability  of  Hudson  Bay.  He 
takes  what  ?.  think  Is  a  wrong  basis  when 
he  speaks  of  -  latitude  as  governing  the  cll- 
V  48—1 


•uatic  conditions  of  a  country.  He  tell;*  us. 
for  Instnnee.  that  the  southern  part  of  Hud- 
son Bay  is  in  the  same  latitude  as  P.evou- 
^Iiire,  England.  That  would  lead  to  the  as- 
sumption that  the  climate  of  the  two  plaee.s 
is  somewhat  similar.  Churchill.  'u>  says.  Is 
in  tlie  sinie  latitude  as  Scotlaik  ,  liut  tlie 
isothermal  lincj  are  the  !,ro[)er  criterion  by 
which  to  asctrtam  clim.-.iic  conditions.  Quo- 
l)eo,  for  instance,  is  in  the  s.\me  latitude  as 
Xict  on  tlie  Mediterranean,  and  as  Meutone 
but  uti  one  who  has  lived  in  Quebec,  and 
visit'i,  the  T'.lviera  would  dreani  fur  a  mo- 
ment of  comparing  the  climatic  <■  iditious  of 
the  two  cities.  There  is  an  en  a-mous  dif- 
ference. 

Hon.  Mr.  LANDRY— In  favour  of  Quebec. 

Hon.  Mr.  OASGRiAIN— In  favour  of  Que- 
bec for  cold  weather.  To  give  an  idea  of  the 
very  oo'd  climate  of  the  southern  oart  of 
Hudson  bay,  I  may  just  t)oinL  out  that 
the  same  isothermal  line  that  passes  the  most 
southern  part  of  Hudson  bay  passes  through 
Great  Beat  lake,  thence  north  of  Fort  Mac- 
pherson  and  on  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mac- 
kenzie river  in  the  Arctic  oo°nn.  This  line 
I  on  the  Mist  side  of  Hudson  Bay  would  pnss 


tbrongb  the  nioMt  northern  part  of  (ireen- 
lao4l.     There   Ih   im   pluit'  mi   t>;irth.    'n   lUe 
iinine  latitiitle.  colder  tbiiu  lliulsoii  luiy,  wltli 
the  exception  perhnpg  of  n   few  plnccH  In 
Siberia.    The  mere  Insjieotlon  of  the  terrew- 
tinl  Klobe  showing  iiiu  isoiUermal  lines  will 
prove  wliiit  I  H;iy.    For  Instance,  Vancouver 
li   In    the   same   latltnde    as   Lake   Ablllbl. 
When  the  bon.  geittleman  told  u.i  that  the 
southern  part   of   Hudson    bay   was  In   the 
same  latitude  as  Devonsliire,  I  tlioiiKlit  for 
n  montent  be  would  have  uu  believe  that  the 
temperature  wjjs  somewhat  the  same.    The 
Intense  cold  of  Hudson  Buy  so  deflet'ts  the 
Isothermal  line  soutli.  that  we  feel  its  efre<-t 
even  here  In  the  city  of  Ottawa.     The  fact 
that  "-e  are  opposite  tlie  southern  end  of 
James  bay   deflects   the   Isotliermal   line   to 
such  an   extent  that  till.-*   saun'   line   pa.-<ses 
Oaspf-    and    the    Straits    of    Hell.'    Isle  and 
strikes  the  most  northern  part  of  Norway, 
the  land  of  the  raldnlsbt  sun.    Hudson  bay 
being  such  a  cold  region,  there  Is  a  contour 
line  around  Its  shores  for  a  distance  of  2(X) 
miles,    followins   almost    the   shn|>e   of   the 
bay,  within  which  there  Is  hardly  any  vege- 
tation.     There    Is    nothln^'    but    rocks    and 
muskegs,  and  ri  few  trees  scattered  alonjr 
the  shores  of  the  rivers,  mid   so  far  apart 
that   It   would   not   pay    the   luii)I)erman   to 
operate  In  that  country.     There  Is  a  little 
lumbering  done  along  the  rivers,  where  logs 
are  out  and  easily  hauled  to  the  rivers.-  ;. 
when  that  narrow   fringe  of  timber  In  ex- 
haustetl.    It  will    not   i)ay   to   lumber  there 
If   you    want   to   lumber   there   you    would 
have    to    import    all    your    supplies.      You 
will   have  to  build  eight  hundred   miles  of 
railway,    to    reach    the    shores    of    Hudson 
bay,  and  you  would  have  to  haul  nil  your 
suppUes    and    carry    your    men    that   dis- 
tance, which  would  make  luml>erin«  opera- 
tions  very   expensive.      We   have   most   of 
us  read  tlie  rejiort  of  the  trip  of  the  '  Nep- 
tune,' which  has  been  widely  quoted  by  my 
bon,   friend   from   Marshfleld,   and   also   by 
hon.  friend  from  Halifax.     If  you  will  read 
that  book  carefully,  you  will  find  'hat  the 
Neptune     met     ice    every     inontli  Hie 

year,  ami  that  tlioro  wiM-e  icebergs  .  ■  the 
straits  until  the  middle  of  August.  To  those 
who  see  icebergs  from  the  deck  of  a 
steamer  they  may  appear  very  beautiful 
but  they  are  in  reality  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous to  navigation,  because  the  visible 
part  of  the  Iceberg  is  only  one-eleventh  of 


Its  bulk.  If  you  tee  nn  Icet>erg  TO  or  H)  feet 
high.  It  will  draw  7(X>  or  800  feet  of  water, 
and  an  Iceberg  drnwina  so  much  water  Is 
very  often  carried  s  ith  by  the  strong 
southerly  current  while  tJie  surface  Ice  may 
be  driven  by  the  wind  In  an  opi>oslte  direc- 
tion. The  field  Ice  may  travel  two  or  three 
miles  ;>ii  lionr  and  when  a  leelierg  going  in 
an  opposite  direction  meets  It,  it  crashes 
through  like  a  great  battleship.  Now,  If  a 
steamer  not  specially  constructed  to  meet 
such  conditions  were  caught  in  that  Ice,  It 
would  be  crushed  like  an  egg  sb«ll.  There 
are  no  commercial  steamers  that  could  pos- 
sibly live  between  an  Icelierg  and  field  Ice 
travelling  in  opposite  directliins,  and  so, 
ships  navigating  those  waters  must  be 
specially  ctmstructed  as  was  &  ''  'e.' 

Hon.  Mr.  LANDIiy-And  sp. 
ped. 


f 


Hon.      Mr.     rA.SORAIN— A 
equipped,  too. 


"ly 


Hon.    Mr.    FEBGUSON-Wbat    was    her 
horse-power? 

lion.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— I  cannot  say  from 
memory.  The  '  Neptune '  was  first  sheeted 
with  4  Inch  Itritisb  oak,  then  four  Inches  of 
greenhart,  and  Inside  there  was  a  lining  of 
three  Inches,  and  between  the  outside  lin- 
ing and  planking  It  was  filled  up  with  solid 
rock  salt  In  oi-der  to  preserve  It  and  make 
it  perfectly  sound  against  anjj  shock  from 
the  exterior.  Those  ships  are  made  saucer- 
shape,  so  that  when  Ice  crushes  them  they 
are  lifted  bodily  out  of  the  water.  Then 
the  Ijow  of  the  '  Neptune '  was  of  solid 
timber,  eight  feet  thick  and  sheeted  with 
one  Inch  of  iron.  '  The  timbers  inside  are 
all  placed  cross-ways,  and  tliere  is  so  much 
l)racing,  that  it  leaves  very  little  space  for 
cargo.  >Iy  hon.  friend  knows  perfectly 
well  how  those  steamers  are  built.  All 
who  have  seen  the  sealing  ships  leaving 
Newfoundland  know  how  they  are  con- 
structed. You  can  take  only  a  very  small 
car^o  on  such  ships,  and  they  are  almost 
useless  as  freight  carriers.  When  you  get  ' 
the  necessary  supplies  on  board — and  you 
have  to  have  nn  extra  year's  supply.  De- 
cause  you  are  never  sure  when  you  enter 
Hudson  bay  that  you  will  come  out  the 
same  year — your  ship's  space  is  pretty  well 
occupie<l.  We  nil  remember  what  a  heavy 
cargo  of  supplies  the  'Arctic'  carried,    I 


i 
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Mw  the  '  Arctic '  lying  In  the  dock  at  Que-  : 
»>eo.  and  there  wiu  not  upace  to  move  n\to\xt 
t'ltli.T  on  llif  il.ck  ..r  In  tin-  hole.  I  lun  ; 
Bhid  to  (tny,  »>n  piissunt.  that  none  wiin 
wiiRted.  iinil  that  wh;it  wan  not  used  wax 
t>rouKht  back.  If  tho  House  will  permit  a 
Hllcht  (Uirrcwwhni.  I  will  xay  that  Hudxon 
bny  Is  pretty  well  known  to  QuebecerH.  In 
hl»tor>-  wo  road  that  our  ani-estofH  thoucht 
uothliiK  of   nnow»hoelnK  from   Montreal  or 


fuothlnK  of  snowHhoelnK  from  Montreal  or  were  .nnt^lit  between  an  leeber 
guel>ec  to  UiKlHon  bay.  and  It  may  be  of  side  and  drift  lee  on  the  other 
i..»,>..„.*   ♦«  know   thiit    I'lerrc   I.emolne-aii    the    slili.s    w.is    lost    In    collision 


were  sufTerlnK  from  Hcurvy.  Iberville,  with 
hU  fourteen  men,  selze<I  the  three  iihlp*. 
(he  laruesl  of  whleli  eurrli-d  twenty-fouf 
(finis,  lie  was  not  able  to  man  the  captured 
vessels  and  so  was  oliUueil  to  link  two  of 
them.  preservliKj  the  larmeKt,  In  which'  he 
returne«l  to  »)nel.ee  In  ItWJi.  Kljfht  year" 
iifter.  In  Hl'.t".  Iberville  sallwl  from  New- 
loundlaiid  with  several  slilpM.  Thotte  ships 
were    e.int^ht    between    an    leeberR    on    one 

One  of 


Interest   to  know   that   I'lerrc   I-pmolne-^aii 

ancestor  of  the  nentleman   who  was  for  n 

lonK  time  clerk  of  this  Senate,  and  an  an- 
cestor also  of  our  sprsfennt-at-arms— In  !««> 

left  Slontreal   with  his  brotlier  and  a   few 

valiant  followers  on  an  expedition  to  Hud- 
son bay.     They  started  on  snowshoes  and 

carried  their  ammunition  and  supplies  with 

them.     I  do  not  suppose  they  carried  tents. 

no  they  slept  In  the  open,  covered  with  the 

blankets    they    carried    with    them.      They 

iirrived  at  Hudson  bay  on  the  20th  .lune. 
We  would  consider  that  a  great  exploit  to 

day.  I  wonder  hew  many  of  our  bravo 
volunteers  of  the  present  a«e  would  under- 
take such  a  trip  with  any  prospect  of  ever 
returning.  1  refer  to  this  matter,  because 
.Mr.  I-ow.  In  his  report,  has  Riveu  an  his- 
torical rummnry  of  the  expeditions  to  Hud-    „.    , ^     ^._ 

son  bay,  and  as  this  Is  a  public  document,  ns  to  avoid  the  encounter,  and  poured  out 
Uearlnic  tlie  stamp  of  the  government  of  n  broadside  which  swei)t  the  decks  of  the 
Canada    the  facts  contained  In  It  should  be  j  •  ivilcan.'      The    b.ittle    lasted    three   hours 


the  ships  WHS  lost  In  collision  with  the 
■  IVlieaii.'  and  another  was  so  suddenly 
crushed  by  the  Ice  that  her  crew  bad  bare- 
.ne  to  save  themselves.  That  occurred 
in  .  e  Hudson  straits,  on  the  28th  of  August. 
In  t    -•  year  blOT. 

Hon.  Mr  I'KH<!USON— What  part  of  the 
Hudson  bay  strait  ?    It  Is  r«0  ndles  long. 

Hon.  Vr.  C.VSCn.MX— The  •  Pelleun ' 
entered  H.idsun  bay  and  on  the  4th  Sei>- 
tember  arrlvi-.!  at  Fort  Nelson.  There  Iber- 
ville s,i\v  tliree  ships  which  he  ascertained 
were  tlU'  I"n«lish  men-of-war  'Hampshire,' 
.")'.i  «niis  ;  -Peering'.'  32  guns;  and  'Hud- 
son Ray,"  ;{2  truns.  Iberville,  hero  that  he 
was,  offered  battle,  and  salletl  for  the  larg- 
est prepared  to  board  her.  B'ut  the  captain 
of  the  '  Hanipshire'  chanjred  his  course  so 


accurate.  Mr.  Low  speaks  of  a  larRe  force 
accompanying  Iberville,  but  the  fact  la  that 
It  was  a  very  small  party  indeeil.  They  nr- 
riveil  at  Hudson  bay  on  the  2<Mh  of  .lune, 
and  easily  cnptiired  the  forts  alont;  the  bay. 
Then  Iberville  and  his  brother  Marlcourt, 
with  nine  men  In  two  bark  canoes,  cap- 
tured a  warship  which  lay  In  the  hay.   They 


and  a  half.  The  'Hampshire,'  In  delivering 
her  broadside,  presented  her  flank  to  the 
■  Pelican.'  ;iud  the  '  Pelican  '  so  concentrat- 
c.l  aiiil  diici-ted  her  lire  on  the  water 
line  of  I'cr  enemy  as  to  tear  a  gaping 
hole  In  her  side.  The  '  Hampshire,'  In  full 
sail,  sank  In  her  own  leiiKth,  and  all  on 
l)')ard   i)cr!shod.     Then   the   "  Hudson   Bay ' 


lureu  n    \varr*iiiif    »»»iivii   .«..,    »».   ,...    .......      .-  -. 1 V 

returned  to  Quebec  in  this  ship  In  IfiS".  two  surrenderwl  when  she  saw  the  '  Hampshire 

years  later,  the  ship  laden  with  furs  worth  sink,   and   the   '  Deerlng '   sought   safety   In 

a    king's   riinsom.     In   IfiSS,    Iberville   went  Might.      Such    a    terrible    snowstorm    blew 

iKick   to   Hudson   bay.   and   believi'   -  peace  that  night  that  at  midnight,  notwithstand- 

had    been    restored    between    Fr.i   .e    and  ing  all  the  ability  of  Iberville  as  a  navlga- 

Kngland,  ho  sent  hack  his  ship  again  laden  tor,   both   the   '  Pelican '   and   the  '  Hudson 


Jwlth  furs,  and  kept  with  him  fourteen  men. 

*I.ater,  towards  the  fall,  he  found  three  war- 
ships In  the  bay  so  caught  in  the  ice  that 
the  men  could  not  come  on  shore  and  were 
obllge<l  to  remain  Imprisoned  In  their  ships. 
In  the  sn'-  g  of  the  year,  the  ice  bridge 
still  e— ^cinp  between  the  shore  and  the  war 


Bay '  were  driven  ashore.  The  next  day, 
the  .'th  of  September,  the  storm  had  ceased, 
and  while  they  were  caring  for  the  dead 
and  wounded  twenty  of  the  men  were 
frozen  to  death.  That  occurred  In  1G97, 
opposite  Fort  Nelson,  in  Hudson  bay,  and 
in  v!e-,v  :^t  such  an  inhospitable  climate  in 


ships,  they  were  powerless,  and  their  crews    September,  I  doubt  If  my  bon.  friend  will 


declare  that  macb  navliratlM  can  Mcnrricd 
on  with  comnierelnl  aucceu  In  tlieiie  watert 

I    aak    portion    for    having    rv ed    theae  ! 

facta,  bat  aa  Mr.  Low  hn»  related  another  i 
«tory.   I   thought  it   ms  dtity   to  mak«  the  ' 
truth  kr  >wn.     Iber^iUe  wrote  to  the  Kins 
of    France    that    he    wna       red    of    trHIng 
Hndaon   bay.     He  aaked   for  another  nila- 
Hlon.  Mi.tl  l.„„lK  th..  XIV  »..nt  hlui  t»  <-»n.|UHr  i 

the  Weat  ImlloH.  t,.it.T  .».  Il».rv foiind,,! 

LonlHlnna.    which    for    yeara    remained    an  I 
iipIMiiuiKi'  of  tli.>  Frnm  h  Crown.  | 

Hon.  Mr.  POWEH-Can  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  give  me  a  little  light  on  thia  aame  «ub- 
Ject  he  haa  been  dealing  with.  Are  there  not 
atntlatlcB  showing  at  what  leaaon  the  Hnd- 
aon hny  Mhip,  iinve  been  In  the  habit  of 
.•omhig  Into  the  bay  and  at  what  aeaaon 
tliey  left? 

Hon.  Mt.  CASOBAIN— I  rauy  aay.  off- 
liiin.l.  that  for  thi.  Iimt  200  y.-Mrs  the  llu.l. 
Mon  Hay  r,,„  HblpH  hiive  reiu-hcl  Hll.lsoii 
Imy  on  the  2n(l  of  Septonibor,  on  the  nver 
iiKe:  of  courso.  ateuinHhlpH  woiil.l  ,„nk,. 
iK'ttpr  tinio. 

Hon.  Mr.  PBRGUSON-They  only  made 
«»ne  trip  In  a  year. 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGIIAIN-The  Adventure' 
was  aeni  to  Hudson  bay  watera  by  the  pre- 
wnt  government,  and  she  was  specially 
built  and  equipped.  She  made  Just  the  one 
trip,  and  bad  to  return  with  one-thlid  of  her 
cargo,  not  being  able  to  land  the  balance 
Had  there  been  good  wharfa  and  modem 
eqnlpniont  at  the  different  posta,  doubtless 
ahe  could  have  lauded  all  her  cargo  But 
the  fact  remains,  that  the  'Adventure' 
sent  by  this  govei-nment  could  not  land  all 
her  supplies,  and  had  to  come  back  in  the 

"yTe  1'"'''''^'  '•"■  '*"  "'  ^^"'^  -"«" 
As    to    the    question    of    transportation 
«      may      say      that     for      the     last     few 
years  I  have  given  special  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  I  think  I  can  demonstrate  that  i 
the  Idea   of  my   hon.   friend   'rom   Marsh-! 
fled   is    impracticable   from    a   commercial 
po^t  Of  view.   He  says  that  a  railway  from  I 
Reglnn   to   Fort   Churchill.   800  miles,   con-  ' 
nee  lug  with  a   line  of  steamers  to  Liver- 
pool, is  better  than  a  dozen  transcontinental 
railways.     Let  us  see  If  that  is  not  some- 
what far-fetched.     He  admlta  there  would 
be  800   miles  of  rail  haul  from  Regina  to 
Fort    Nelson.      This    railway    would    have 


rcry  little  local  tr,fl|c  for  the  200  mile* 
contiguous  to  the  shores  of  Hudson  bay 
and  there  would  also  be  very  little  loca' 
truffle  for  some  considerable  distance  Int- 
yond  that.  The  tralBc  would  have  to  be 
•lone  during  a  period  of  three  or  Sour 
months. 

Hon.  .Mr.  TALBOT-Do  I  underatond  the 

hon.  gentleman  to  aay  that  that  route  could 

[  ^  used  only  during  three  to  four  mouths  7 

Hon.  Mr.  CASORAIN-Xo,  I  «iy  the 
freight  would  be  carried  by  water  during 
three  months.  The  navigation  in  the  bay 
w-ould  be  open  for  three  n.onths.  but  giving 
the  shipa  additional  tin-e-that  1.  givlj, 
them  the  benefit  of  the  trip  going  weat  - 

make  It   four        nth,  from   the  time  the 
"lilPH  tlrst  left  K..gl«..d  until  It  returned. 

Hon.  Mr.  TALBOT- Will  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  explain  why  It  would  not  be  aa  well  to 
have  elevatora  at  Fort  Churchill  a*  at  Fort 
^elaon  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASORAIN-There  la  no  rail- 

way    running    there.    The    vessels    would 

not    take    cargo    there    when    they    would 

[have    a    perfectly    safe    route    vl>,     Lake 

I  would    have    to    charge    enormous    rates, 
[because    i    take    It    you    could    not    get 
I  any    Insurance    on    them,    and    Inanrance 
,  governs  navigation.     Why  are  freight  rates 
much     higher     from     the     St.     Lawrence 
toan    from    New    York,    or    other    United 
States    porta?     It    ig    because    the    mar- 
ine   unuerwritera  will    not   give  the   «,me 
rates    of    Insurance    to    ships    going    to 
Montreal  and  Quebec  as  tliey  will  to  Port- 
land. Boston  or  New  York.    The  insurance 
rates  govern  the  freight  rates.    I  aak  the 
I  hon.  gentleman  from  Marshfleld  If  he  will 
I  say  they  could  get  Insurance  on  an  ordinarily 
I  constructed  ship  to  navigate  those  straits 
for  ihree  or  four  months  ?    Or.  If  It  did  get 
I  insurance-becanse  I  understand  In  London 
i  you  can  get  Insurance  on  almost  anything 
j  If  you  pay  the  rate-up  goes  the   freight 
jrate    and     there    would     be    no    advant- 
lage    in    the    route,     i    do    not    think    a 
high    claas    railway    like    the    Tranacon- 
•  uiontiil   should   be  buUt    to    Hu.I«on   l,:,v 
But    there    Is    no    objection    to    the    con- 
atructlon  of  a  pioneer  railway,  and  I  believe 
we  will  see.  In  the  near  future,  one  or  two 
such  railroads  going  to  Hudson  bay.  not  for 
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the  purpoae  of  cArrylng  wheat  to  Rncland 
t>ut  uiore  for  the  purpoM  of  frelKl>>liiK  out 
freHh  HbIi  ami  the  inlneralii  thtt  may  \M 
found  Id  tbat  country.  I  do  not  want  It 
umlenitootl  tbiit  I  nni  agalnat  the  conatruc- 
tlou  of  tt  rttllwny  to  Huilaon  Bay,  but  1 
would  iMi  very  cbnry  ntiout  taking  stock  lo 
»uch  n  rollwHy. 

Hon.  .Mr.  FEH0U80N— Why  ahould  you 
b«  willliiR  to  build  a  railway  to  tbat  place, 
If  tbf  pvoplo  would  all  perlih  up  there  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  OASGBAIX-I  Mid  I  wonM  not 

take  itock  In  luch  n  rullwuy.  I  believe 
there  la  uu  appllciitlou  before  parliament 
fur  n  cbiirter  to  build  to  Port  Churchill,  I 
would  bave  no  fault  to  And  with  such  a 
road,  but  I  do  not  think  It  would  pay  for 
dome  time  to  come. 

Hon.  Mr.  FEROTJSON— My  hon.  friend 
apoke  of  a  dozen  trnnacontlnental  rall- 
wnyg,  wbot  1  sold  waa  half  i»  dozen  trnna- 
continentiil  mliwnya.  I  apok«  of  the  main 
line  In  Northern  Ontario  and  Quebec,  not  of 
the  road  down  to  Lake  Superior. 

Hon.  Mr.  CASOnAIN— I  accept  my  hon. 
friend's  correction.  My  hon.  friend  also  aald 
that  I  hnd  declared  aome  three  or  four  yenra 
ugo,  wheu  apenklug  ou  the  Trnnacontlnen- 
tnl  nmiway,  thnt  tbo  distance  wna  1.350 
■mlleti  from  Wlniii|ieg  to  Quebec,  and 
t^<^t  I  Mm  now  quite  wIlllUK  to  nd- 
n  ;  that  I  hnd  made  a  mlatnke.  I  was 
not  correct,  but  I  ;hluk  my  hon.  friend  will 
I>araon  me  when  I  tell  blm  the  extttit  of 
my  mistake.  The  line  bag  actually  been 
located,  chained,  and  surveyed,  from  the 
abutment  on  the  Quebec  bridffo  to  the  city 
of  Wlnnl|>0!;.  nnd  as  nny  one  can  verify  by 
simply  makUi);  the  inquiry  from  the  Trans- 
continental Railway  Commlaslon.  the  dis- 
tance Is  1,349}  miles.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
say  I  made  n  mistake.  The  actual  chalnage 
Is  1.340i  miles,  nnd  so  I  was  out  half  n 
mile.  I  hope  the  hon.  Kcntlemnn  will 
forgive  me.  I  ask  pardon  for  that  error. 
I  My  hon.  friend  bos  spoken  of  the  book 
'  Issued  by  Mr.  Oharlton  atid  said  that 
Mr.  Charlton  did  not  dare  repeat  in  the 
.book  In  which  be  published  his  ipeechee 
the  statem'>nt  he  madr  In  the  Honse  of 
Common  inat  wheat  could  be  carried 
from  »v  inuipeg  to  Quebec  for  six  cents 
per  bushel.  My  hon.  fr  i-nd  said  that 
Mr.    Charl">n    was    too    modest    to    repeat 


that  statement  In  hi  -ubilabetl  book,  and 
thnt  he  had  withdrawn  It.  Now.  know- 
ing Mr.  Charlton,  aa  hon.  meniliers  of  till* 
llouw  know  hlni.  they  will  know  he  la  not 
the  man  to  withdraw  any  atntement  that  he 
baa  made.  Mr.  Charlton  haa  been  a  pioneer 
In  advocating  In  the  imrllament  of  Canada 
the  i>oaaibllitiea  nnd  iKitentlalitlea  of  rail- 
ways In  this  country,  and  when  he  made  that 
lllnmlnatini;  apeech  In  the  Commons  four 
years  ago,  when  he  ai>oke  of  building  a  rail- 
way through  this  north  conntry  with  a  gra- 
dient of  not  more  than  four-tenths  of  one 
per  cent  to  the  mile.  peopU  thought  It  was 
llie  Hi>ee<'b  of  a  visionary.  Tliey  tlion;.'lit  li'i 
such  railway  could  be  constructed.  Why 
the  thing  Is  within  sight  of  nc-ompll^  ""nt 
to-day.  If  hon.  gentlemen  will  .(H'.i' 
down  to  the  railway  boar'  .  Iien^  th<' 
plans  hare  I>een  depoalted,  .it-y  will  ''  «! 
that  not  only  l)etw<'en  Wi  ipeg  and  'liie- 
Iwc,  but  tbat  Id'tweeu  Kdnionton  -inil 
the  s' mmlt  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in 
tile  Yellow  Head  Pass  the  prollle  and  plaiK 
show  a  grade  of  4-10  of  1  per  cent. 

Hon.  Mr.  T,OlI(JIIEKD-Yes  iit  1ik>  i.mi 
cent  more  than  the  first  estimate  <>f  the  ■  'ist 
of  construction. 

Hon.  Mr.  CA8GRAIN— The  cost  may  I). 
considerable,  but.  It  Is  not  a  question  of 
cost  I  am  now  desiling  with. 

Hon.  Mr.  FKKtMSON— I  never  contended 
that  it  was  not  poi«xlble  to  tlnd  a  line  with  a 
grodlent  of  4-10  of  t  per  cent.  I  also  said 
if  It  was  built  at  all.  It  should  be  built  as 
near  ns  possible  to  that  grade,  i  did  not 
charge  Mr.  Charlton  with  any  deviation 
from  the  satemeut  h(  mare  with  regard  to 
the  ratt!  in  his  early  speech,  hut  I  did  charge 
him  with  omitting  from  bis  book  the  cal- 
culations he  made  with  regard  to  the  carry- 
ing of  wheat  from  W'nnlpeg  eastward  at  a 
later  date.  In  "le  earlier  speech  on  the 
question,  he  did  put  that  dr-wn  at  12  cents 
a  bushel,  but  In  the  Inter  (me  after  making 
some  allowance  for  carrying  the  empties 
back,  and  something  for  profit,  he  made  It  0 
cents  a  bushel.  He  made  that  speech  a  month 
after  be  mui.e  the  first  one,  and  In  the 
speeches  he  publishes  In  bis  Xtaok  he  pro- 
duces the  first  one  nnd  leaves  the  last  one 
— which  he  claims  to  be  his  latest  conclu- 
sion, and  about  which  the  LUicrul  press 
made  such  a  hurrah  all  over  Canada— he 
left  that  alwolutely  out. 


Hon.  Mr.  OAB'JRAIN— If  hon.  gtstltniMi 
will  rend  the  prefnce  of  bU  book,  tbvy  will 
■M  Uwt  what  Mr.  Cbarlton  profeucd  to 
publish  lo  that  hook  was  aonie  ipeecbea  bo 
made,  but  not  all  the  ■peeches. 

Hon.  .Mr.  K!Ut<:trs<».N-\VouM  not  tlif 
liittpr  siMHH-h  !>«>  the  rlpht  ono  to  piiblUli? 

IIoii.  Mr.  r.VHOUAIN    I  11 im-li  plesia 

wl  fhnt  tlip  lioii.  Keiitlomnn  from  Mnrshflelil 
tiikei  iiic-li  nn  lutermt  In  Aviiiit  I  iii.v.  I 
foel  much  fluttered.  We  have  t>xliit>llRlii>il 
that  the  li'injtli  of  tin-  ■rnitiifoiitliiwital  Hall- 
way Itotwwii  \Vlunlpi'tf  a;»l  Quchpc  U 
now,  roiiahl.v  HpoaklnK,  \."'<0  mWon.  Tlic 
i|iH><itloM  of  triuisihirtalioii,  wh'  'i  In  mu'li  n 
(Treat  qiiontlnn  aiw)  so  Importiuit,  1^  vor.v 
ulniple  'vhPM  <mci>  you  can  Kct  at  lt«  actual 
cost.  What  Is  tlip  coKt  of  traiisportiuK  t«o 
thouHamI  ton*  for  onp  mllp.  west  of  WUinl- 
pp(t.  at  tlif  prt'spiit  <1ay  V  I  havp  tlip  llirnrpn 
hpr«'.    The  cost  ]hv  train  mllp.  flrnt  Is  »1. ;'..'>. 

lioM  Mr.  FKUfil'SON— What  kind  of 
train  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CAf'iK.VTX— A  train  that  will 
haul  2.000  t"  .'hat  cost  la  made  np  In 

this  wa.,  :  ffiiiintenancp  of  way  and  of 
^trnptnres.  SO  cpnts.  ninlntenanre  of  equip- 
ment 30  cents.  conduetlnR  transportation— 
that  meanu  coal,  wagps  and  ollinu',  &c. — *>4 
i-pnts.  tnxps.  &c.  f!  cents,  i^eneral  expenses 
.%  cents,  niakintt  $l.:u'  to  li.iul  2.<K¥>  tons  for 
one  uiilp.  liy  niultipl.viuK  that  hy  the  total 
distance,  .vou  will  «pt  exactly  the  tiKure  that 
It  will  ci»<t  to  haul  2.<"«t  toHs  1.3.'>ti  miles, 
which  18  $1,822.50.  I  want  to  make  thix 
perfectly  clear  to  the  hon.  gentlemen— 2.0no 
tons  Is  the  total  weight  beh'iid  the  Im-omo- 
tlve.  That  does  not  mean  2,000  tons  of 
wheat,  liecause  you  must  deduct  the  weight 
of  the  cars.  Take  800  tons  for  the  weight 
of  the  cars — a  very  liberal  allowance— and 
you  win  tht"ii  have  1.2<N»  tons  of  wheat,  and 
at  33J  bushels  to  the  ton  you  will  therefore 
haul  40,000  bushels  for  .«l.S22.."iO.  It  is  a 
simple  arithmetical  calculation  to  find  how 
much  one  bushel  will  cost. 

Ton.    Mr.    FKROUSOX— How   much  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— li  cents,  and  if 
you  allow  30  :  er  cent  profit  for  the  railway 
you  will  have  the  sum  of  (I  cents  per  bushel, 
mnkltig  Mr.  .John  Charlton  absolutely  cor- 
rect in  the  statement  he  made  four  years 
ngo  In  the  House. 


Hon.  Mr.  t.OITOHKFn -Doea  my  hnn. 
friend  know  of  any  railway  that  la  carry- 
Ini;  wheat  by  mil  for  double  Hint  !'  iiouii' 
over  tha'  distance  7 

Hon.  .Mr.  CASilllAIN— There  Is  today  at 
railway  In  Canada  which  will  e^iual  the 
standard  of  the  Transcontinental  Hallway 
liptween  Quel.^-'  and  Winnipeg.  The 
Canadian  Pacific  Italhvjiy  for  liiMtnnce. 
which  Is  .1  line  road.  Is  no  longer 
a  modern  road.  The  <'a-uultan  racltic 
Hallway  has  grades  of  oive  and  one 
and  a  half  per  cent  east  of  the  Itockles,  It 
lias  grades  of  four  per  cent,  or  200  feet  to 
;lu>  mile  ill  till'  Itockles.  Tlie  Canadian 
I'aclUc  Hallway  could  not  commence  to  com- 
lute  for  trade  w  (h  the  Transcontinental 
Kallw.iy  eveu  if  it  got  double  ibe  freight 
rates.  In  this  scale  of  cost  I  have  noted 
so  much  for  maintenance  of  way  and  so 
iiiii'li  for  lni'ilaKc.  including  fuel  'ind  triln 
hands,  but  In  the  ilctiiils  I  ii:i\t>  not  In- 
tliiilcil  lnli'n's!~-on  liii-  iMiiil.il  ro-:t  of  cons- 
liiiitlMi.  I  Icuc  liivcii  till"  ll;jiir('s  fov  the 
ii;  iinlcn:iMi-c  or  way.  niid  tlic  mainlcnnn.-e 
of  tin  Mlrui'tur<"i.  and  for  tin-  eipilp'iicnt 
:ind  til"  I'ost  of  lran>iiiort:ition.  and  the 
.irotlt  oi  .'10  per  cent  won!  i  f;ike  Ciivc  of  Hie 
iiitcic-t  on  investment. 

Hon.  M,r.  IMCHtil'.soN  Iio  joii  liiclinli- 
Interest  for  the  first  cost  of  tbe  road  and 
depreciation? 

Hon.  .Mr.  CASGRAIN-  Not  as  yet. 

Hon.  Mr.  FEHGUSO.n  Is  there  any  al- 
lowance for  carrying  empties  ba.'k,  which 
will  he  very  little  less  than  carrying  the 
load  castwnnl  piirtlcuhiily  as  you  will  have 
;i   harder   grade  eastbo'ind? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGR.MN— .No.  Tliere  is  very 
little  difference  In  the  grade.  Does  the  hon. 
ifontlcmi'u  know  that  'he  wheat  is  only  one 
slxil.  of  the  freight  carried  l)y  the  Canadian 
racilic  Hallway  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  FEKGUSON— Can  you  tell  me 
liow    much  the   Canadian    I'aclflc   Railway 

carries  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— Very  little  now. 
on  account  of  Its  heavy  grade.  I  may  say 
timt  it  is  difllcult  to  proceed  If  the  hon 
.y;entleiimn   interrupts  conHlMiilIj. 

Hon.  Mr.  FKRGUSON— But  it  is  very 
misleading,  unless  the  hon.  gentleman  gives 
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tba  expUnatlon.  I  have  u  U'leKram  on  my 
ilMk,  tbowlng  thnt  tli«y  tmniportcd  iu  tli< 
ywir  1002:1,  tbe  largeat  year,  ac-onlliiit  t' 
my  tvlegrtini  rrniu  WlntitiNf,  only  IM(4,104 
bualiela  of  wbeat. 

Hon.  Mr.  CABURAIN— Thnt  corrobomtpn 
wltttt  I  »ay,  t^j^^e  Canailliin  rucltlc  iUll 
way  Is  not jWrpoiiltiou  to  Ao  builnMi  andor 
-uch  rondf^nn.  nnd  thnt  iinanrera  the  posi- 
tion tnken  tty  the  lender  of  the  opposition. 
I  know  of  no  other  riillwii.v  in  Ciuiiuln  \.  lilch 
can  do  bn«lnp!«s  nt  r  rate  wlilili  the  Trans- 
rontlnentnl  ran  ni'ike  n  fair  profit  on. 

Hon.  Mr.  bOUGHLEIV-Not  at  that  rate, 
hut  t  said  double  that  rate  and  I  will  put 
It  now  trt  that  rote.  (  >y  '  "u.  friend 
can  point  out  to  roe  an;  Iway  on  the 
continent  of  Ameiici  that  I  carry  groin 
by  all  rnll  for  »<iiy  18  .  ■  ats  h  bushel  for  the 
dlftaiire  In-  mi-ii!.  ih.  '.I  will  cerliiluly  I*  " 
Ijreat  surprise,  ii  •  nly  to  myself,  but  to 
eve4      (iin.   gentle. 1.1..  In  thift   House. 

Hon.  Mr.  POWWH— Might  1  be  iillowetl 
to  suggest  that  It  would  be  more  convenient 
In  every  way  If  the  hou.  gentlemen  reser^•eU 
their  contradictious  till  the  end.  Interrup- 
tion to  a  reaMOuablc  extent  Is  fair  enough, 
but  lu  this  way  the  speech  "s  cut  up. 

lion.  Mr.  CASUHAIN— I  am  raUier  plenn- 
ed  with  these  InterruptlouH.  It  shows,  lu 
the  tiist  pliice,  that  lion.  Kcntlemen  have 
bten  gowl  enough  to  listen  to  me.  and  that 
Is  an  utteutlou  that  everylwdy  does  not  re- 
ceive In  this  House.  I  have  heard  some 
wide  st;ltelnellt^  ,n;uU  In  this  House,  iiml  no 
iitteutloii  paid  to  them.  It  seems  that  my 
argument  must  have  some  force  If  It  touches 
the  political  susceptibilities  of  tlie  hou.  gen- 
tleman from  Marshfleld  nnd  the  hou.  leader 
of  the  opposition.  I  muy  say  thnt  this  dis- 
cussion as  t)  the  navlgablllt"  of  Hudson 
bay  was  l.roughl  ou  at  an  oi>i»ortune  mo- 
ment by  the  hon.  member  for  Marshfleld. 
You  would  think  some  little  carrier  pl- 
genn  had  brought  from  Manitoba  the  news 
that  Mr.  Roblln  intended  to  dissolve  the 
legiaiature  and  br.iig  on  a  general  election 
lu  the  province.  I  do  not  like  to  surmise. 
but  the  discussion  came  at  a  very  oppor- 
tune moment.  Since  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  chosen  this  tlm»  o  raise  the  discnsslon, 
I  think  it  only  fair  that  I  should  avail  of  it 
to  p.-ove  to  the  farmers  of  the  west  that 


the.    ''   >     In  the  Transi-ontlnental  the  best,' 
the  ,    .  ■  .1  and  cbenpe«t  way  of  g<>ttlnii  their 
grain    to   tldiil   waters.     I    havi>   given   t'.e 
llgtirea  and   the  hon.   uenttenmn   will   have 
plenty    of    ii|ipi>rlunll.v    of    getting   railway 
expert*   !■>  coiitriHllit  thi'se  llgiir.s   If  Ihey 
1:111.       I     •'liull    Ih-    very    glad    If    they    ran 
iiircii.ii   nil'  nlieri'l  li.i\e  frrril  In  Mny   li'-<|>''<i. 
I   ehntlenge  contradiction   of   tliciie  flgnrea. 
I  hiive  given  n  lot  o'  sti.dv  to  the  question, 
and  I  Itelleve  my  Hgures  to  lie  correc  .  When  ' 
stated  four  or  tlvc  years  ago  Unit  easy  grades 
coulil  Iw  got  on  the  Immense  plalenu  to  the 
norlli.    members    on    the    other    Hlile    wonid 
not  believe  It.  When  I  stated  thnt  the  railway 
would    be    l,3.'iO    miles  lonr     hon.    gentle- 
men  did   not  cretllt   It.     W    'n   1   staled   It 
would   be   l,4(Mt   miles,  the  non.   gentleman 
from   Westmoreland  rose  from  his  seat  to 
express    IiIk    InrreilnlUy    and     he    told    uie 
that   tlie   Mbeni  -■   ni   the  cither   House  Imd 
declared  that  the  distance  would  be   \,i"> 
miles.'     I   said    I    had    uotUliig   to   do    with 
what  they  said,  that  I  had  inensureil  these 
distances    carefully,    aiKl    I    was    confli'ent 
lu    the   accuracy   of    my    statement.       The 
hon.     gentleman     said     the    minister     him- 
self said  so  nud  I  said  the  minister  Inul  not 
<  oiisnited  me  ;  that  If  be  had  consulted  me, 
perhaps  he  would  have  iKH-n  better  Inform- 
itl.     1  rcui-et  to  see  that  the  lion,   ii  nlliiniii 
from  Wolseley  Is  not  In  his  place.     He  com- 
pliiineil  thnt  tlie  fiirnieis  of  Manltob.i  and  the 
Northwest  were  not  belnr  well  treated.  In 
thnt  they  had  no  railway      cllltles.     I  do  not 
;  see  how  the  hou.  gentle     .11  can  make  such 
{  nil   assertion   lu   the    presence    of    (»euators 
'  from  the  province  of  Quebec.     In  the  Teinls- 
i  kamliig  district  we  have  the  towns  of  Vllle 
Marie,    (iulges    and    Duhamel,    settled    for 
twenty-live    years,    ami    their    only    means 
!  of    cammunlcatiou    Is    i)y    bark    canoe    In 
:  summer  and  dog  sled  la  winter  ;  and  yet 
i  the    hon.    gentleman    complains    that    the 
!  people  of  the  Northwest  are  not  well  tient- 
[  ed.    The  people  of  Quebec  contribute  their 
'   iiMdiey   to  build  the  railways  of  the   Xorth- 
I  west  ;   they   cheerfully   contribute   and  say 
nothing.       But    they    do    not    continually 
I  grumble   thnt    they    are    not    well    ♦'•"•ted. 
I  Take    the    railway    going    to    Nonilnlngue. 
!  As  president  of  the  colonization  society  of 
Montreal,    I,    together    with    some    parish 
■  priests,  called  on  Sir  ThomRs  Sbaughnessy. 
!  and  we  begged  for  the  construction  of  33 
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miles  of  road  from  Nomlnlngve  to  La 
Raplde  dn  L'Orlgnal.  And  in  hit  generoaitjr 
Sir  Thomas  Mid  that  In  two  ycara  he 
would  build  the  thirty-three  mile*,  altboogb 
the  parish  priest  pointed  out  that  7S  families 
ha -I  left  the  place  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
railway  acconniiodatlon  and  two  whole  par- 
ishes bad  threatened  to  abandon  th'e  district 
unless  the  railway  was  built  within  a  rea- 
sonable time.  Yet  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Wolseley  would  have  na  believe  that  tlie 
Northwest  was  badly  treated.  In  the  coun- 
ty of  CSbarlevoix,  which  has  been  settled  for 
a  great  many  years,  there  is  not  a  single 
railway  to  be  found.  Take  the  county  of 
Gasp6,  represented  by  the  PostmMter  Gen- 
eral Hon.  Rodolphe  Lemienz,  and  yon  will 
not  find  one  mile  of  railway  in  that  Immense 
county  which  has  a  coast  line  of  300  miles. 
Still  we  do  not  complain,  and  cheerfully  do 
we  contribute  .tx>  build  railways  elsewhere 
Let  no  one  rise  in  the  Hou^^e  and  say,  in  the 
presence  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  Quebec,  who  have  contributed  to  build 
railways  in  the  Northwest  that  they  have 
been  badly  treated.  I  think  the  fanners  of 
the  Northwest  are  well  treated,  and  will  be 
still  better  treated.  There  are  parishes  which 
have  been  exlsfing  for  200  years  in  Quebec 
where  they  have  no  railways.  Where  would 
you  find  a  county  like  Charlevoix,  with  a  po- 
pulation of  2.5,000  und  no  railways?  I  admire 
the  representatives  of  the  Northwest  for 
demanding  railway  facilities  for  tiielr  peo- 
ple. I  commend  them  for  it,  t.nd  I  only 
wish  the  people  of  Quebec  would  take  a  leaf 
out  of  their  book  and  ask  for  railways  In 
our  province.     The  Canadian  Pacific  Kali- 


way  I .  oposed  Ust  yew  to  bnlld  0671  mllM 
of  railway,  somo  in  Osttrio  and  some  west 
of  Lake  Superior,  bat  how  many  mlled  did 
Miey  propose  to  tralld  la  Qae^jee  ?  Not  one. 
The  Canadian  Northern  Cofflpaay  are  build- 
Ing  hundreds  of  miles  of  road  in  the  f.'orth- 
west.  How  many  mllesyare  th«y  building 
in  Quebec  ?  None.  Sir  Wllfr^  Laurier  went 
down  to  St  Jacques  L'Aehlgon  in  the  county 
of  Montcalm  to  open  a  railway  Hk  miles 
long.  Why,  were  I  Prime  Minister  -tif 
Canada  I  would  be  ashamed  to  Inangnrate 
such  an  Insignificant  railway.  I  hope  that 
the  farmers  of  the  Northwest  will  show 
their  appreciation  of  the  good  that  the 
Liberal  government  has  done  for  them  and 
for  the  country;  I  hope  they  will  realise  the 
the  extended  railway  facilities  placed  at 
their  disposal,  the  irreater  postal  faciUties 
they  enjoy,  and  the  lesser  taxation  they 
are  called  up  to  bear.  I  tmst  they  wUl 
acknowledge  the  statesmanship  which  has 
given  them  the  National  Transcontinental 
Railway  to  carry  their  produce  to  the  sea- 
board at  cheap  rates  ;  rates  so  low  that  the 
ten  cent  Roblln  rate  cannot  compare  with 
them.  I  trust  to  see  the  province  of  .Manitoba 
expand  her  territory  towards  the  Hudson 
bay,  until  she  equals  in  area  her  giant 
sisters,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  so  re- 
cently elevated  to  statehood  by  a  Liberal 
prime  minister  and  a  Liberal  government 
And  finally,  I  express  my  confidence  ttiat 
the  people  of  the  west  will  not  fall  to 
demonstrate  their  gratitude  to  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier,  who  so  prudently  and  wisely  and 
successfully  guides  the  fortunes  of  our 
young  and  vigorous  natloii. 
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